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SUB J : THAI HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER MET WITH DR. KOSON SRISANG, GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN THAILAND JULY 5 TO 

DISCUSS HUMAN RIGHTS. DR. KOSON IS THE CHAIRMAN OF AN ORGANIZATION 
CALLED THE COORDINATING GROUP FOR RELIGION AND SOCIETY (CGRS). 
WHICH FURNISHED INFORMATION USED IN A SERIES OF STUDIES THAT WERE 
ATTACHED TO TESTIMONY OF MR. STEWART MEACHAM BEFORE THE FRASER 
SUBCOMMITTEE JUNE 23. ACCORDING TO KOSON, THE GROUP’S AIMS ARE 
TO ENCOURAGE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, TO RELIEVE SUFFERING, AND TO 
PROMOTE RECONCILIATION AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG THE THAI PEOPLE. 
THE CGRS'S CHIEF CONCERN AT PRESENT IS THE WELFARE OF PERSONS 
DETAINED IN CONNECTION WITH THE GOVERNMENT CHANGE ON OCTOBER 6 
AND THOSE ARRESTED UNDER NARC ORDER 22 SINCE THAT TIME. 

2. CGRS MEMBERSHIP IS DRAWN PRIMARILY FROM RELIGIOUS ORGAN- 
IZATIONS IN BANGKOK, INCLUDING THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, THE CATHOLIC 
COUNCIL AND BUDDHIST GROUPS. KOSON STRESSED THE POINT THAT CGRS 
IS NON-POLITICAL AND NON-SECTARIAN. HE SAID THAT THE GROUP'S 
EFFORTS TO DATE HAVE INCLUDED MONITORING THE NUMBER OF 
"POLITICAL" DETAINEES, VISITING PRISONS, CALLING ON WOUNDED 
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SOLDIERS AND RELEASING INFORMATION TO ANYONE INTERESTED. THE CGRS 
ITSELF HAS NOT PUBLISHED ANY REPORTS ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN THAILAND. RATHER, IT SIMPLY MONITORS EVENTS. 

3. THE CGRS IS ATTEMPTING TO GAIN LEGITIMACY AND OFFICIAL 
RECOGNITION BY THE THAI GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO KOSON, THE GROUP 
PLANS TO APPLY FOR STATUS AS AN ASSOCIATION BY REGISTERING WITH 
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THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. THE GROUP RAISES FUNDS THROUGH CONTRI- 
BUTIONS SOLICITED BOTH IN THAILAND AND ABROAD. 

4. WHILE DR. KOSON EXPRESSED GENERAL CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THAILAND, HE AVOIDED SPECIFIC CRITICISM OF GOVERNMENT 
POLICY. IT APPEARS THAT CGRS VIEWS ITSELF AS A CLEARING HOUSE 
FOR INFORMATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND NOT RPT. NOT AS AN OPPOSITION 
POLITICAL GROUP. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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